AN  EXERCISE   IN  DIPLOMACY

person in his intended enterprise against the Turks and
Machometistes, as also the surety and establishment of his son
and posterity, in a very thankful part; and that the same were
much according to the confidence he had ever put in our friend-
ship, and so with long discourse declared his resolution and
provision made for the same, to be reported unto us: the dis-
course whereof is long and nothing toucheth your charge.
But as touching Milan to be given to the Infant of Portugal,
Don Ludovic, according to his offer, the said Emperor
answered, that the time was not now to resolve in that, what
he would do; but to dispose it, in despair of the Frenchmen, he
thought it utterly to be eschewed, saying that they themselves
be content, he reserving it in his own hands, to remain with
the hope, and so he could not at this present dispose Milan to
the said Infant of Portugal. Requiring that we should proceed
upon the other marriage, and let the same remain till more
commodity; or that if we liked not the alliance of the Infant
of Portugal, in terms as it was communed of before the naming
of Milan, whatsoever party we could devise more convenient for
our daughter the Lady Mary, the said Emperor would employ
himself therein, as honesty and reason should require; like as
we think the said Emperor hath already, or will shortly, adver-
tise the Queen Regent his sister thereof: and also that he is
contented she shall proceed to treat upon the marriage of the
Duchess of Milan, for the assurance of whose dowry, he
affirmed, the said Regent hath sufficient commission and
instruction, but that he will no further charge his Low
Countries.

For your more ample instruction wherein, ye shall under-
stand that on the 28th of the last month we dispatched one of
our couriers, called Nicholas, to the said Mr. Wyatt, with our
letters concerning those matters and other; whereof (being our
said servant Hoby departed from the Emperor's court, and far
on his way hitherward before the arrival of our said courier
to the Emperor's court) we cannot as yet have none answer.
By the same we willed our Ambassador, amongst sundry other
things and considerations, to declare unto the Emperor, that
seeinp- his untowardness to give Milan to the said Infant Don
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